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Dobbs Mass of Thanksgiving 

 Today is a joyful celebration, as we gather here to thank God that the 

Supreme Court decision Roe vs. Wade was overturned. We can cry out with the 

psalmist, “Blessed be the name of the Lord forever.”  

 So before we get into the spiritual side of things where are things right now? 

With the Dobbs decision the abortion issue is now a state issue. It did not end 

abortion in our country. So there will be states where abortion is restricted if not 

made illegal, and other states that will allow abortion, sadly even allowing up to 

babies 9 months old.  

 In Louisiana there were trigger laws in place that greatly reduced abortions, 

only allowing it under particular cases. I think it is important for all of us to 

understand these particular cases because they mostly revolve around saving the 

life of the mother, which is a good. These procedures can be morally acceptable in 

the Catholic Church as well because what is happening is not the direct killing of 

an unborn baby, which is what abortion is. These procedures save the mother’s life, 

and as a simultaneous and undesired consequence, the baby dies. I’m available 

after Mass to talk about this in more detail.  

 The past couple of weeks, when I’ve thought about where we were before 

with Roe, and where are now with Dobbs, a couple things have come to mind. The 

first is we’ve lost the sense of virtue in our society. Virtue is not something talked 

about much anymore, outside of churches and places of worship. Our country says 
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we have reaches the state of complete autonomy, so we don’t need to look outside 

of ourselves anymore for direction or meaning. We are the sole arbiters of our 

existence. We can do anything we want, be anything we want.  

 The virtues, and striving for virtue, implies that there is something that 

transcends us, that there is a source outside of ourselves that we can look to. This is 

the case especially for the theological virtues of faith, hope, and love. These three 

virtues have God Himself as the source. There can be no faith, no hope, and 

especially no love if there is no God. Otherwise it devolves into self destruction.   

 Because we don’t talk about the virtues in general in our society, we don’t 

talk about the virtue of chastity in particular, nor do we strive to live chastely. We 

are told that we can do whatever want, with whomever we want, whenever we 

want to. And so the marital act has been split from the institution of marriage, and 

has been even disconnected from children. So no wonder why things are the way 

they are right now in our country, much less why people have been crying out that 

Dobbs has taken away their freedom to kill a soul in the womb.  

 We’ve lost the sense of virtue, and lost the freedom that a chaste life brings. 

The reality is that everyone is called to live according to chastity no matter their 

state in life. Single people are called to chastity, priests and religious are called to 

chastity, even married people are called to chastity.  

 Chastity should not be confused with abstinence. Chastity is that virtue that 

acknowledges are sexuality, that we are created good as men and women. But 
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chastity helps to integrate our body and our soul together, so that we can have a life 

giving heart, whether we are married or not. That’s what chastity offers us, and 

when chastity is forsaken, we do not mature into adults, and we remain little 

children who only want what they want whenever they want it, and they whine and 

cause fits when they don’t.  

 So that’s the first thing. We need to promote a virtuous life, especially living 

out chastity in our society. Chastity is a mark of being a Christian in the world.  

 The other thing is that we are all created in God’s image and likeness. This is 

part of the foundation of the Church’s position on abortion. Since the early Fathers, 

the Church has always been against the direct killing of unborn souls. Even as 

recently as documents from the Second Vatican Council, and recent popes 

including Pope Francis, the Church has been a voice for the voiceless.  

 The Church has not only encouraged action in favor of the unborn, but also 

helping the mother as well. And so the Church and the bishops of this country have 

not only been joyful since Dobbs was passed, but have also encouraged care and 

support for mothers in need. There will be an increased need to help these mothers, 

especially in our own community. The Community Center for Life based in Gretna 

is here in the back of church and will be available after Mass, so please stop by to 

learn about what they do, and how we can support them as they continue to help 

mothers and save lives.  
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 One last reflection in how the Eucharist helps us navigate through all of this. 

The Eucharist is bread and wine changed into Jesus’ Body and Blood. That is what 

we believe happens at every Mass. When we receive Him in Holy Communion we 

become one with Him, one with Jesus.  

 But this isn’t the only fruit of Holy Communion. We not only become one 

with Jesus whom we receive, we are also brought into communion with everyone 

else who receives the Eucharist. Communion with each other is another fruit of 

Holy Communion. So it is really Jesus who gathers us all into one Body. We do not 

gather ourselves.  

 The unity with each another that the Eucharist establishes still needs to be 

worked for on our end because we are all fallen and weak. So if we all are made in 

the image and likeness of God, and made into the one Body of Jesus Christ, then 

let us live this truth out in a radical and joyful way. Let us take this all the way 

because it doesn’t matter who the person is when we are trying to be the face of 

Jesus to others. It doesn’t matter if they are pro-life or pro-choice, a democrat or 

republican. It doesn’t matter if a person is in this country illegally or not. It doesn’t 

matter if a person identifies as LGBT. We are called to bring the face of Jesus 

Christ to everyone.  

 Let us be Christ to all, be the face of Jesus to all. Let us meet others with a 

radical joy and a radical love. This is how we change hearts; how we bring others 

to Christ. But let’s be sure that we’re letting Jesus change our hearts first. 


